
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
BerenbergKids – Flight experience day for children with cerebral palsy  

 

Saturday 27th June 2009  

Supported by BerenbergKids and with the backing of aviation legend Bertrand Piccard, the long awaited 
flight experience day for the children of Stiftung Cerebral finally took place.  On Saturday 27th June, light aircraft at the 
Grenchen Flight Centre made a total of 18 trips with special guests on board.  66 
children and young people from all over Switzerland suffering from cerebral palsy 
enjoyed their 20 minute flight over Lake Neuchâtel and Lake Biel.  
 
The BerenbergKids volunteers helped to make a small dream come true for the 
children of Stiftung Cerebral – to sit in the passenger seat of a plane instead of 
their wheelchair, which was left far behind on the ground!     
 
Volunteers accompanied all passengers to the planes and helped the children out of and then finally back into their 
wheelchairs.  The doors to the aircraft are directly under, or in some case, over the wings – not very accessible!  The 
correct way to lift the children required much skill and a lot of strength, especially with the older children, and was a 

completely new experience for the BerenbergKids volunteers. 
 
Volunteer Karin Bindig stated, “In previous BerenbergKids events for Stiftung 
Cerebral, we have not had any contact with the children.  This was, therefore, a 
special experience which allowed us to see the cause from a different 
perspective.  It helped overcome our inexperience and lack of confidence in 
dealing with children and young people with cerebral palsy.” 
 
Torsten Sauter, the BerenbergKids representative in Zurich, was pleased with 

the project, “it was fantastic to see how much the children enjoyed their time in the planes and it was a wonderful 
experience that we were able to help cross the physical boundaries that these children normally encounter.”  
 
 
What is cerebral palsy? 
Cerebral palsy describes a group of permanent disorders of the development of movement and posture, causing activity 
limitation.  This is attributed to damage to the motor sensors that occurs during or after birth and up to the age of five. 
Cause of brain damage could be: bleeding to the brain, lack of oxygen to the brain, infection or illness (such as meningitis) 
or brain injury.  
 

 

    
 


